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Form 1

Report for International Exchange Program
University of the Ryukyus

Name: PARK JUNYOUNG /%7 Yar3Y
Nationality: Republic of Korea

Home Institution: University of Seoul

Faculty at the University of the Ryukyus: Agriculture
Duration of Scholarship: 2017.04.01 ~ 2017.08.31

1. My expectations for International Exchange Program and student life in
Okinawa:

Nowadays world are getting hotter and hotter because of global warming
and also because of the other reasons. And also many people expecting my
country (Korea) will also be sub-tropical climate in the near future. We
don’t have professional counterplan or knowledge about it. So my
expectation was to learning about sub-tropical climate and crops. And
enjoying the beautiful island OKINAWA.

2. Leaning outcome

One semester was a short time. But can learn about my major agriculture,
culture, Japanese, history and etc. and most important thing is having
international friends (including Japanese and from other countries friends
in dormitory) and learn from each other’s. Okinawan culture class was the
best classes. Have a lots of field trip. Can learn about Okinawan culture
naturally.

3. What I have learnt or experienced through my student life in this
university and in Okinawa

I have my laboratory and a professor in charge. It was easy to resolve a

curiosity which I want to know. Thanks for program in here. And can see

which facility they get and which experiment they are doing. Also Okinawa




is good weather to grow sub-tropical crops. So I can see and learn from
anywhere that where I go.

4. My plans after returning to my country

Having more interest about this major. And want to learn more about it.
And Okinawa is the most suitable place to learn about this major. So after
graduate the university. want to come again to get a master course. And
later want to have a job about environmental. Can protect the earth.
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Form 1

Report for International Exchange Program
University of the Ryukyus

Name: Lee Seung Won 1 ATV

Nationality: Korea

Home Institution: Hoseo University

Faculty at the University of the Ryukyus: Electronic Engineering
Duration of Scholarship: 9 months

1. My expectations for International Exchange Program and student life in
Okinawa:

Before coming to Okinawa, I have planned to give a try for exchange
students from several years ago and I have been thinking about what to do when I
am studying aboard. It was quite certain that I am going to Okinawa (my faculty
in Korea has connection with the University of the Ryukyus), so I was expecting
learning more Japanese, take some engineering courses and have tropical
experiences meanwhile also having “Japanese experiences.” Also I knew it is a
really good chance to make friends during exchange student program and share
other cultures with them so I was thrilled to be in the University of the Ryukyus.
When I have decided to participate in exchange student program, I started to
study Japanese and got N2 in JLPT before coming to Okinawa hoping it will help
with my life in Okinawa and it actually did a lot. I prepared much before coming
to Okinawa like what’s around the campus and weather etc. I was ready to
experience Japanese university life.

When I got to Okinawa, despite of humid air, my tutor was welcoming me
in front of my new dormitory and helped me a lot to settle in Okinawa. Soon as I
got here, I had to go to laboratory in Engineering Department for greetings and
my new university life has begun. I took Japanese classes and few engineering
classes. When I got the textbook, it was full of kanji and I thought it will be
challenging to read but also it will be a good method to learn more Japanese. And
for the Japanese classes, I was expecting to learn Japanese and other student’s
perspective. Also I wanted to experience normal Japanese university student so I
enrolled common classes like physiology and badminton.

For life style in Okinawa, I was ready for Okinawan life. I can swim and I
love ocean, especially when it’s crystal clear. So I was planning to swim much and
also fishing if I have time.

With numbers of reasons, I was excited to be in the University of the
Ryukyus.

2. Leaning outcome
First of all, I have improved my Japanese skills. Since I took engineering
classes and was in a laboratory, I had much chance to use Japanese and approach




to Japanese students. Even studying an engineering subject with Japanese text
book was hard for me, so it was good material for study Japanese. Also in
Japanese class, I have learnt many new words I didn’t know of and also Japanese
culture as well. Both were good experience and also interesting. Learning
Japanese with foreigners was always excited since I could learn Japanese and
different perspective from other students. Engineering class was not same as
Korea, I could learn easily even it was Japanese. Also reading textbook with full of
kanji I didn’t know was challenging so I could learn more Japanese too.

Secondly, I could have experienced a normal Japanese university student
life. By taking engineering classes, I could have seen how Japanese student deal
with courses. Also I have attended every seminar in laboratory and did
experiment on semiconductor which is something that other exchange students
are not be able to experience.

3. What I have learnt or experienced through my student life in this university
and in Okinawa

I love most of Okinawa, especially ocean so I went many places to snorkel.
Swimming with tropical fish will be a best marine activity in my life and that’s
one of the reasons why I came to Okinawa. Living in Okinawa gave me energy
and everything was peaceful. Catching octopus or fishing like old Okinawan folks
do made me relax from busy life in Korea. And I was always with Japanese
friends who made me practice Japanese in everyday life and also I could make
great friends in Okinawa. Also studying in Okinawa was a good experience to
widen my views as university student also as an engineer. But most of all, I am
grateful that I could met good friends and share precious time with them.



For one-year exchange student program, not only I could have improved
my Japanese, I also made awesome friends here. ‘

4. My plans after returning to my country

After going back to my country, have to graduate my university first. And I
will continue Japanese and I would like to work in Japan in the future. Or even
considering living in Japan.
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Form 1

Report for International Exchange Program
University of the Ryukyus

Name: Niklas Johansson =75 X Invvv

Nationality: Swedish

Home Institution: University of Gothenburg

Faculty at the University of the Ryukyus: Faculty of law and letters
Duration of Scholarship: 9 months

1. My expectations for International Exchange Program and student life in
Okinawa:

Before I came to Okinawa I wasn’t sure what to expect. I was talking a lot
with my friend who studied here before me and the impression I got was that my
Japanese usage would improve in all aspects compared to the studying I have
done in Sweden. I had heard that the teachers were both kind, patient and good at
teaching the necessary information from the courses. I expected that my ability to
independently acquire skills and knowledge would improve as I would be forced to
take more responsibility and initiative both on and off campus.

I also anticipated that it would be a bit overwhelming living and studying in
Okinawa in the beginning since suddenly going from Swedish society and

language to something so different was something I haven’t experienced until now.

While it was a bit of a challenge at the start I got fairly used to it somewhat
quickly. I was a bit worried about whether I would get along with people since I
have never been a particularly social person, but I feel that since I came here I
have been able to talk with people with more confidence. '

Participating in club activities was also something I was very interested in
since that is something that isn’t very expansive and Sweden and the experiences
I had with the ice hockey club were both interesting and insightful. I also made
my mind up before coming to Okinawa to participate in as many gatherings with
the other students as I could, regardless if it was going to karaoke and izakaya I
wanted to both experience Japanese culture and at the same time meet new
people.




2. Learning outcome:

I am not sure what aspect of the Japanese language that I have improved
the most in, I feel more confidant in my abilities to express myself both in writing
and speaking. But my reading comprehension has also improved significantly
since I started studying here. I have been trying to expand my usage of both kanji
in writing and proper grammar in my speech, and while my usage is still far from
perfect I have the impression that I can more clearly state my thoughts in a way
that is easier to understand than before. My impression is also that my speech
flows more naturally know as well, I still pause and think while speaking but that
aspect has certainly improved during my time here.

I also remember having to ask people to repeat themselves much more when
I first came here and listening to people speaking on the radio or tv was difficult
for me, listening to people speak naturally is still beyond my capacity, but I can
comprehend more of what’s being said compared to before I studied here at
Ryudai.

3. What I have learnt or experienced through my student life in this university
and in Okinawa:

Aside from the things I learned from the courses like language usage, culture
and history the things I have experienced or learned are things like customs and
other details of Okinawan society. Regrettably I have not traveled as much as I
would have liked but I have at least gone to one of the other islands close to
Okinawa for a two-day field trip. I also went to an elementary school with my
speaking class to talk with the children about the countries we come from. I have
experienced the interpersonal interactions between me as a western foreigner and
many kinds of people like teachers, other students, strangers of varying ages or

people working in shops or restaurants.

Most of my experiences in Okinawa have been positive and I am very
grateful for getting the chance to experience all of this, and I would gladly do it all
again if the opportunity presented itself in the future. There have also been some
negative experiences of course and while I have my regrets and strained
friendships I have done my best to learn something from all that has happened.



Participating in the ice hockey club has also given me the opportunity to in a way
not only reexperience things from when I was younger and participated in team
sports a lot, but also learn in which ways its different in Japan and that has been
very interesting for me to be a part of.

Thinking back to the time I first came here I was quite anxious during the
first couple of days when everything was so novel and uncertain for me. I
remember trying to read the labels on everything and that understanding most
things in daily life took way longer than it does now. I remember questioning
myself a lot, I thought “will I be able to do this” and “what have I gotten myself
into.” It was also the first time in my life that I felt truly alone in the world. But it
didn’t take that long for me to both get somewhat accustomed to Okinawa and to
meet and open up to great people here.

4. My plans after returning to my country

After going back to Sweden I will first start working at my old job again
while meeting up with my teachers in the University of Gothenburg, then after
about half a year I plan on starting up my studies again and hopefully finish my
bachelor’s degree. After that I plan on continuing to work and start studying in
the translator program with Japanese as my main language.

Someday I would like to come back to Japan, specifically Okinawa to live
and work in some way, preferably as either a language teacher or translator. I am
not sure how long this will take however I do plan on returning to Japan for
vacation some time in the near future, regarding that I am not sure if I should
travel here to Okinawa again or try to visit other well-known places like Hokkaido,
Tokyo, Kyoto or lesser known places across Japan.

For the time being though I will continue to improve my Japanese abilities
and do my best to be able to come back here to work. I will also consult with my
teachers what I should do to increase my chances of finding a job in Japan after
my studies have concluded.
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